
                        

A Midwife Crisis Averted! 
 

With all the illness in KS1 last week, staff were worried                                                

that there would be no performers for the nativity; we even thought Steve        

the donkey might have to step in as the midwife! Luckily, as always, it was alright 

on the night and the shows were fabulous with enthusiastic singing, lines said 

with gusto, lots of 

smiles and even the 

odd one or two 

rogue sheep! We 

were very, very 

proud of them all. 
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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the 

staff at Swaffham Prior 

The past couple of weeks have 

naturally been about cele-

brating  Christmas; children 

have made cards, decorations 

and Christingles. There was 

also the Christmas service at 

the church  and refreshments 

afterwards at school. It was a 

special afternoon and a won-

derful atmosphere and we’d 

like to thank FOSPs and par-

ents for all your support with 

the collections at the Nativity and the refreshments, FOSPs raised £208. Addi-

tionally, we raised £65  for Save the Children by wearing our Christmas jumpers 

last Friday. Well done! 

Over the term though, there has been lots of hard work going on too! We want 

to say a massive thank you to all our volunteers from the community who tire-

lessly give up their time to help the school.    

We hope the Christmas holidays are both restive and festive.  All we ask is that 

over the break children spend time with loved ones, make happy memories and 

come back to school rejuvenated and ready to learn. Christmas is a great time for 

sharing a story or two so please get lost in some good books and keep reading—

it’s great for the mind and the soul! 
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Gardening Club(s) 
Gardening Club has been getting in the spirit of Christmas. Some of the children 
made a wreath for the front gate and an even 
larger one for the Church porch. We have been 
busy planting tulip bulbs and hopefully they will 
cope with the wet autumn and appear in the 
spring. Mrs Frost and Mrs Northrop have set up 
their after school garden club in the vegetable 
patch. They have transformed that area with lots 
of hard work. Schools Out has taken over the na-
ture garden and it is great to see that area being 
enjoyed by the children.  
 
So much is happening all round the school 
grounds and the children are getting mucky... 

Glad Tidings and Good News!  

Many of you may have seen the school headlines in the Cambridge Evening    

News this week regarding the Primary School League Tables. We ranked 18th  

out of 253 schools in their list of ‘Top 25 Performing Schools in Cambridgeshire’ 

based on total  number of pupils achieving the expected standards in Reading, 

Writing and Maths. The school’s progress in Reading is also 4th in the county. 

Additionally, we are extremely proud that we ranked joint top of the league ta-

ble in Cambridgeshire for % of pupils achieving at a higher standard! This puts 

us joint 266th out of 20,553 schools nationally!  

This is not simply the outcome of one year but is a culminations of several years 

of hard work by the pupils and dedicated staff.  

Hello and Good-bye 

 Swifts said good-bye to Mr Wolmarans 

on Wednesday. After spending a term in 

their class, the children showed their 

appreciation by writing some very sweet 

messages to him. We wish him all the 

best in his future endeavours as he 

moves to his next placement in Haverhill.  

Next term, Swifts will have Miss Donnelly 

working in their class alongside Mrs Mer-

cer and Miss Bellwood. We are looking 

forward to welcoming her to Swaffham 

Prior.  

Uniform 

The school uniform policy is:  

 Grey trousers or skirt 

 Red or white t-shirt / shirt 

 Red jumper or cardigan 

Appropriate footwear  

Sturdy school shoes with straps so that 

they won’t fall off when the children are 

running around the playground and that 

they can fasten independently. Boots are 

not appropriate for inside as they can not 

sit comfortably on the carpet. Please 

bring indoor shoes if necessary.  

Finally please name everything!  



Centenary of the WW1 Memorial Windows to take place in St Mary’s, 

Swaffham Prior on the 100th Anniversary of their dedication on Saturday 21 December 2019 at 

4.30pm In a short ceremony we will think about the history of the windows and what they rep-

resented to the people of Swaffham Prior in 1919, and today. This is a once-in-a-lifetime village 

commemoration. All are welcome to attend this special occasion.  Each class has designed and 

painted a window which represents our school values of peace, hope, community, wonder, com-

passion and perseverance which will also be on display in the church.  
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Congratulations to…. 

Reuben—silver medal in Judo 

Corey—gold medal in Ju-Jitsu 

Mary — certificate Tang Soo Do 

Alex—red belt in Judo 

Charlie M—orange belt in Tang Soo Do 

Aaron—green tag in Tang Soo Do 

Molly—green belt in Tang Soo Do 

Francesca— badge 1 gymnastics 

Penelope and Caitlin—500m swimming 

Edward—stage 4 swimming 

Esmee & Sienna—stage 2 swimming 

Diary Dates 2020 

Please note there is an INSET Day 6.1.20  

7.1.20    Back to School  

9.1.20    Piano lessons restart 

10.1.20   Whole school Science, Technology 

and Maths Day 

14.1.20  Parenting Course  

15.1.20  9.15—10.45am  Family Worker 

Drop In  

22.1.20   3.15—4pm  —CPR Session for 

parents 

23.1.20    Rec & Y6    Height & Weight 

Measure 

5.1.20  Building Confidence Workshop 

10.2.20 and 13.2.20  Parent Consultations 

17.2.20 Half Term 

School Meal Costs for Next 

Term 

£11.50 per week. £66.70 for each half 

term. £133.40 for the term. Preferably pay 

by BACs. Please speak to the office for fur-

ther information. 

Letters Home 

It is hard to keep track of all correspondence 

sent out so here is a list of all letters sent re-

cently. The school website has all letters in 

one place. If you need a hard copy, please 

ask at the office. http://

www.swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk/index.php/

Indoor Small Pool Operators Course  

30th & 31st March 2020 - 9.15pm - 4.15pm  

As you are aware, we are able to operate the pool thanks to our parent volunteers. After 

many years of service, Mr Charlesworth has stepped down from this role and we are in des-

perate need of an additional pool carer to keep it running next summer.  If you’re thinking 

about volunteering  as one of your new year’s resolutions then perhaps this is the job for 

you! 

By the end of the course successful candidates will be able to demonstrate an understanding 

of the design and operation of their own school pool including the circulation, filtration, disin-

fection, pH correction and heating of pool water. They will know how to maintain water that 

is in ‘balance' and which is safe and pleasant to swim in. Candidates will be able to use correct 

techniques to test pool water and understand the remedial action required to restore ideal 

conditions so that their pupils are safe  

Shout Out for Tissues 

It’s that time of year when                                

noses are very runny! If you                          

can pop another box of                                   

tissues in your basket when next shopping, it 

would be much appreciated. Thank you. 

http://www.swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk/index.php/parents/letters
http://www.swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk/index.php/parents/letters


‘Keep Growing’ 
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Parenting Taster - 3 week 
Course 
Free information and advice on 

parenting styles 

Sessions cover:  

Labelling & parenting styles 

Challenging behaviour & effective 

discipline                                                        

Sibling rivalry & birth order 
2019  

16th, 23rd and 30th January – 6-8pm at St Andrews 

13th, 27th February and 6th March – 6-8pm at The Weatheralls  

4th, 11th and 18th March – 12:30-2:30pm at Bottisham Children and Family Centre 

5th, 12th and 19th March -1-3pm at Ditton Lodge  

8th, 15th and 22nd May – 12:30-2:30pm at The Weatheralls 

3rd, 10th and 17th June – 12:30-2:30pm at Soham Library  

Sessions run by experienced trainers. Parenting sessions provide an opportunity for 
parents and carers to learn new skills that will help them and their children. For more 
information and to book on any of the above courses please contact: The venue or: 
Linda.Beeton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or Danielle.Cousins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  
 Linda on 07786 171619 or Danielle on 07770 701869 

Building Confidence: Managing Your Child’s Worries  

A workshop for parents/carers of primary age children 
 

 Does your child often feel scared or show physical symptoms of worry? 

 Are their worries making it difficult for them to do things they want to do? 

 Are you struggling to know how best to help? 

Join us to learn more about worrying in children and what parents/carers can do to 
help build their confidence. 

 
Date: Wednesday 5

th
 February 2020  

Time: 9.00am  
Location: Swaffham Prior Primary School 

Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 
Please speak to Mrs Bartley or email Head@swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk   if you would like 
to attend.   Closing date for signing up: Monday 27th January 2020 

Because children don’t come with instructions 
and parenting is the hardest job in the world! 

 First Aid CPR  
22nd January 3.15pm  
MAGPAS are running 
workshops for children 
from Y4 up then after 
school for parents.  

Help your child to understand and 
manage anxiety 

Its open to any parents but they 
need to book by email-
ing:  Laura@pinpoint-cambs.org.uk                                        
The event is at Histon Early Years 
Centre – Monday 13 Jan – 10am to 
12pm 

 Family Worker 
1:1 Drop ins 

9.15 to 10.45 Wednes-
day 15th January at 
school. Other dates are 
available on the school 
website. 

mailto:Linda.Beeton@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:Danielle.Cousins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
mailto:Head@swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:Laura@pinpoint-cambs.org.uk

