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Maths Mastery 

Over the past couple of years, teachers have 
been working with the Cambridge Maths Hub to 
develop a mastery approach to the teaching of 
Maths. This has an emphasis on fluency of 
essential skills as well as helping the whole class to develop a deeper understanding of 
concepts before moving on to the next small step.                                                                     
The quick recall of multiplication facts (times tables) is essential for all children. The ability 
to recall these facts with accuracy and speed enables children to answer related questions 
with ease. The expectation of times tables in each Year Group, according to the National 
Curriculum, is as follows: 

 Year 2: 2x, 5x, 10x 

 Year 3: As above and 3x, 4x, 8x 

 Year 4: As above and 6x, 7x, 9x, 11x, 12x 

 Year 5: All x and ÷ facts (12x12) 
 Year 6: All x and ÷ facts (12x12) and related language/symbols e.g. %, square root 

In order to support the teaching, we have bought in to a fun, online programme called ‘TT 
Rockstars’. All children from Year 2 up will be given a password and be able to access this 
from any device with internet access. Every child should receive a letter with their own log 
in this week. Pupils can compete against others from around the world in live games (Rock 
Festival mode) and even more enjoyable than that is they can play easily against all their 
classmates (Rock Arena mode). There are all sorts of levels they can achieve to become a 
Rock Legend etc. It’s really quite addictive! Follow the link to find out more: https://
play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student Any access issues, just let the school know. 

Christmas Events 

It is getting to the time of year when it is difficult to keep a track of dates so here is a handy 
guide to events going on in and around school. 

Friday 6th December 1.15—3pm: Decoration Afternoon - Parents & friends are welcome to 
join in festive crafts 

Monday 9th December at 2pm: Dress Rehearsal—A MIdwife Crisis  

Tuesday 10th December at 2pm:  A Midwife Crisis 

Wednesday 11th December at 6pm: A Midwife Crisis 

Friday 13th December: School Christmas Dinner & ‘School’s Out’ Christmas Party & Save 
the Children’s, ‘Christmas Jumper Day’. Wear a Christmas jumper and bring in a donation 
for Save the Children  

Sunday 15th December at 4.30pm: Carol Service at the Church with choir singing 

Tuesday 17th December at 2pm:  School Christmas Service at Church followed by FOSPs 
fundraising event in hall. Keep warm with hot chocolate and cake. 

Thursday 19th December: Last Day of School! 

Saturday 21st December at 4pm: Dedication of the War Memorial Windows in Church 

Nativity Costume Donations 

If you have any spare nativity costumes your children have outgrown, we would be very 
grateful for them. Instead of buying new costumes each year, we would like to build up a 
stock of costumes that can be reused. Just drop them in to the office or give them to a staff 
member at drop off or pick up. Thank you. 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
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Attendance 

This year’s overall attendance so far is 
96.41%. This up a whole 1% from this time 
last year! Hurrah! 

Congratulations to…. 

Lorelei who won the 

Premier Sports Trophy at 

tag rugby 

Amy achieved stage 8 gymnastics 

Barney & Will won trophies at football club  

And in swimming… 

Mary, Sienna, Ethan and Corey achieved 

Stage 2  

Gracie achieved Stage 3  

Luciana can swim underwater with her 

eyes open. 

Diary Dates 

20.11.19  -  8.45am    Bees Class Café 

25.11.19—Y6 to BVC 

27.11.19  - 8.45am   Butterflies Class Café  

6.12.19 Decoration Afternoon—family 

welcome 

9.12.19 2pm       KS1 & EYFS Nativity  Dress 

Rehearsal 

13.12.19    Christmas lunch 

10.12.19 2pm     KS1 & EYFS Nativity   

11.12.19 6pm    KS1 & EYFS Nativity   

12.12.19  Bees Class Gripping History Day &  

Reception Vision Screening 

17.12.19   2.00pm  Christmas Service at 

Church  

17.12.19 FOSPs Event after church 

Nursery Consultation 

Last week we sent out a letter to consider 

the viability of changing our admissions to 

allow pupils aged 3 and up to join our EYFS. 

We believe it would be a real benefit to the 

children and community.  The letter is on 

the school website if you haven’t already 

had a chance to read it.  We welcome any 

comments regarding this new provision. 

Please email either 

head@swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk or 

cgoodfellow@swaffhamprior.cambs.sch.uk  

Medical Entomology Update 

Great news! Thanks to everyone regularly 

checking for head lice and tackling any cas-

es in a timely manner, the medical entomol-

ogy team identified less than 2% of cases of 

head lice across the entire school.  

Reception Admissions  

2020-2021  

Children will be due to start primary school 
in September 2020 if they were born 
between 1st September 2015 and 31st 
August 2016. Applications for Reception 
places opened in September 2019. You 
need to apply by the deadline of 
Wednesday, 15th January 2020. Please 
follow the link to make your application: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
primary-admissions  



 

World Antibiotic Awareness Week 

18-23 November 

 

 
 

Antibiotics are used to treat bacterial infections such as meningitis, tuberculosis and pneumonia. They do not 

work on viruses, so antibiotics cannot treat infections such as colds and flu. Bacteria are continually adapting 

to develop new ways of withstanding antibiotic treatment. This is called antibiotic resistance and is one of the 

biggest threats facing us today.  

 

Antibiotic resistance can then spread between different bacteria in our bodies. Antibiotic resistant bacteria can 

be carried by healthy or ill people and can spread to others. Overuse and misuse of antibiotics is a major fac-

tor that causes antibiotic resistance. The more often a person takes antibiotics, the more likely they are to de-

velop antibiotic resistant bacteria in the body. To reduce this risk, it is important that antibiotics are taken only 

when necessary and that patients follow advice given by the doctor, nurse or pharmacist.   

 

There are simple actions you can take to help keep antibiotics working: 

Don’t ask for antibiotics if you have a cough or cold.  Antibiotics should only be taken for bacterial infec-

tions. Many infections get better on their own, without the need for antibiotics. Go to your pharmacist 

for advice first and they may be able to help with your symptoms.  

If the doctor does prescribe you with antibiotics, take them exactly as prescribed; never save them for later 

and never share them with others. 

Spread the word. Tell your friends and family about antibiotic resistance. 

 

You can also help prevent infections spreading by: 

Using tissues and disposing of them when you sneeze. 

Washing hands thoroughly with soap, especially after you have used a tissue or sneezed into your hand. 

Having the flu vaccine if you or your child are eligible. 

 

  

 

 

You can find out more and choose a pledge about how you can protect 
yourself, your family and friends against the spread of antibiotic re-
sistance on the Antibiotic Guardian website (http://
antibioticguardian.com/). 

  

  

  

 

  

There are several fun educational activities linked to the national curricu-
la to educate children on microbes, infections and antibiotics on the e-
Bug website (www.e-bug.eu). 

  

http://antibioticguardian.com/
http://antibioticguardian.com/
http://www.e-bug.eu



