
 

GRAMMAR GLOSSARY 2019-20 
 

Term Definition Example 

 
 

Noun 

 
 

Object, person, place 

The dog chewed on a 
bone. 

The children played on 
their phones in the car. 

The duck and goose both 
ate the bread. 

Common noun A thing/object The table in the house. 

Proper noun A name (person,place) Has a capital John went to Italy in May. 

Collective noun A group of things The herd of cows 

Abstract noun Something that doesn’t physically exist The love was strong.  

 
Verb 

 

 
‘Doing word’ 

Action 
**Verbs include variations of ‘to be’ and ‘to 

have’** 

I ran down the hill. 
She sat down and cried. 

 
It was sunny.  

He has freckles.  

 
Adjective 

 

 
Describes a noun 

The wooden table. 

 
Adverb 

 

 
Describes a verb 

(usually ends –ly but not always) 

I walked calmly. 
I just sat down. 
I am still talking. 

 
Article 

 

 
Identifies a noun 

a / the / an 
I saw an egg. 

We chased the pigeon. 

Determiner Identifies a noun. Can be: 
- Article 

- Possessive 
- Demonstrative 

- Quantifier 
- Number 
- Ordinal 

 
A pen / The pen 

His pen / John’s pen 
This pen / Those pens 
All pens / Some pens 
One pen / Ten pens 

First pen / Second pen 

 
Preposition 

 

 
Tells you where or when 

I put the book on the 
table. 

I went home after school. 

Phrase  A group of words that contain either a verb or 
a subject (NOT both) 

Walking slowly, …. 
The house on the hill 

 
Clause 

 

 
A group of words that contain a verb and a 

subject 
 

 
The girl walked to school. 
The house glowed in the 

moonlight.  

 
Main Clause 

A clause (see above) that makes sense 
independently. 

 
The dog wagged its tail. 

 
Subordinate Clause 

 

 
A clause (see above) that is incomplete – it 

contains a subordinating conjunction. 

As I walked to school, I 
saw a puppy. 

 
I was late because I 

missed the bus. 



 
Subject 

 

 
The person / thing doing the verb 

 

 
The dog chased the ball.  

 
Object 

 

 
The person / thing the verb is being done to 

 

 
The dog chased the ball.  

 
Co-ordinating 
conjunction 

 

 
Join two main clauses together. Known as 

FANBOYS 
For, and, but, nor, or, yet, so 

 
I wanted an ice-cream 
but the shop was shut. 

 
Subordinating 

conjunction 
 

 
Joins a subordinate clause and a main clause – 

lots of different ones (including 
as/if/because/while/until) 

 
Until it stops raining, I’m 

stuck indoors. 

 
Relative Clause 

 
 

 
A clause (see above) that adds information to a 

previous clause. 
Starts with who / that / which  

 

I had pizza for tea, which 
is my favourite food.  

 
The girl, who is called 

Jane, is nice. 

Embedded Clause A clause (usually relative) that is placed in the 
middle of a sentence. It is additional 

information.  

The house, which is 
spooky, is surrounded by 

a graveyard.  

 
Simple sentence 

 

 
A sentence with one clause (see definition) 

 
The train left Cambridge 

at 9 o clock.  
 

 
Compound sentence 

 

 
A sentence with two or more main clauses, 

joined with a co-ordinating conjunction, dash 
or semi-colon 

 

 
The train left Cambridge 
but it was delayed on the 

way to London.  
I hate chips; I love eggs. 

 
Complex sentence 

 

A sentence with a main clause and a 
subordinate clause, connected by a 

subordinate conjunction.  

 
Although it was raining, I 

walked to school.  
I walked to school 

although it was raining. 
 

 
Pronoun 

 

 
Replaces a noun so it does not need to be 

repeated. Can be: 
- Personal 

- Possessive 
- Reflexive 
- Relative 

‘ 
 
 

He/she/it/they/I 
His/her/our/their 

Himself/themselves 
Which/that/who/whose  

 
Noun phrase  

 

 
A group of words that add description to a 

noun 

 
The creepy house on the 

hill was built in 1856.  
 

 
Modal verb 

 
 

A verb that shows the possibility or certainty of 
something 

must, shall, will, should, would, can, could, may, 
and might 

I can play cricket.  
He must go home 

immediately. They should 
catch the 10.34 train.  



 
Suffix 

 
 

 
A word ending to create a new word 

Care  careful 
happy  happiness 
create  creativity 

play  playing 

 
Prefix 

 
 

 
A beginning added to a word to make a new 

word.  

Behave  misbehave 
possible  impossible 

value  devalue 

 
Synonym 

 
 

 
Another word that means the same thing 

Big = huge 
happy = ecstatic 
shout = bellow 
hot = scorching 

 
Antonym 

 
 

 
A word that means the opposite 

Big = small 
happy = sad 

shout = whisper 
hot = cold 

 

Heteronym Words that are spelt the same but pronounced 
differently.  

A tear ran down my 
cheek. 

My paper had a tear.  

Homonym Words are spelt and pronounced the same, but 
have different meanings. 

The pen is mine. 
Coal is found in a mine.  

 
Active voice 

 
 

 
A sentence where the subject comes before 

the object (see definitions) 

 
The cat chased the 

mouse.  

 
Passive voice 

 
 

 
A sentence where the object comes before the 

subject. (see definitions) 

 
The mouse was chased 

by the cat.  

 
Verb Agreement 

 
 

The verb matches with the subject (the thing 
doing the verb).  

Key question: does it make sense and sound 
right? 

I walks to school. 
I walk to school.  
They was happy.  

They were happy.  

 
Imperative 

 

 
A verb used as a command.  

 
Sit down and listen to 

John.  

 
Question 

(interrogative) 

A sentence that asks something. Must be 
concluded with a question mark.  

 

What time is it? 
 

I don’t think that’s  
right, is it? 

Statement 
(Declarative) 

A statement of fact. Not a command, question 
or exclamation. 

You are late. 
The water is in the jug. 

Exclamation 
 

When something is exclaimed – punctuated 
with !  Begins with what or how. 

What a beautiful sunset! 
How tall you are! 

 
Subjunctive Mood 

 

 
A verb form or mood used to express things 

that could or should happen.  
It changes the verb form (eg was  were) 

 
It changes the verb is/are  be 

 

If I were to win the 
lottery, I’d buy a boat.  
I wish she were able to 

visit this weekend.  
 

I insist he be fired. 



 
Personal / Impersonal 

Form 

 
Personal relates to somebody 

Impersonal does not refer to anybody.  

 
I find shopping too 

expensive.  
 

Shopping is expensive. 
 
 
 
 

Future Perfect Tense Noun + will + PRESENT verb of has + past 
tense. 

I will have walked for 
many hours.  

 
Present Perfect Tense 

 

 
Noun + PRESENT verb of has + past tense.  

 
 

 
I have walked for many 

hours.  
 

She has tried to pass the 
test.  

 
Past Perfect Tense 

 
 
 

 
Noun + PAST verb of has + past tense. 

 
I had eaten my breakfast.  

 
She had failed her driving 

test three times.  

 
Future Progressive Tense 

 

 
Noun + will + be + verb-ing 

 
I will be running late.  

 
Past Progressive Tense 

 
 
 

 
 

Noun + PAST verb of ‘to be’ + verb-ing. 

 
I was running late. 

 
They were talking in 

assembly. 

 
Present Progressive 

Tense 
 
 
 

 
 

Noun + PRESENT verb of ‘to be’ + verb-ing. 

 
I am running late. 

 
They are talking in 

assembly. 

 
Standard English 

(common phrase used in 
assessments) 

 
The form of the English language widely 

accepted as the usual correct. 

 
I done my work.  
I did my work.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Punctuation 
 

Full stop . 
 

Punctuation which shows the end of a sentence or 
an abbreviation. 

I hate cheese. 
The clock struck five to 

three.  

 
Comma , 

 
Punctuation which shows a pause, separates 

clauses or separates items in a list. 

 
I bought eggs, milk and 

chocolate.  
Although it was hot, I 

wore my favourite coat.  

 
Exclamation Mark 

 

 
Punctuation which shows something is being 

exclaimed or said with feeling or surprise. 

How tall you are! 
Wow, it’s hot today! 
I can’t believe I won! 

 
Ellipsis … 

 
Punctuation used to show a pause in someone’s 
speech or thoughts, and to build tension or show 

that a sentence is not finished. 

It was coming….. 
 

The sight was 
amazing….mind-blowing! 

 
 

Inverted commas “  “ 

 
Also called speech marks, these show direct 

speech. They go around what is actually being 
said by the person.  

 
“Get off me!” screamed 

David angrily.  
 
 

 
Colon  : 

 
Punctuation which indicates that an example, a list, 

or more detailed explanation follows. 

I went to town and 
bought: a shirt, a pencil 

and a ball.  
 
I have many hobbies: 
dancing and swimming 
are my favourites.  

 
Semi-colon  ; 

 
Punctuation used in place of a connective. It 

separates two main clauses.  

I went to the beach; it 
was beautiful.  

 
Tom called me over; I 
walked towards him 

slowly.  

Brackets (   ) Shows additional information (the sentence 
makes sense without the part in brackets) 

Tom (my neighbour) has 
a dog.  

I live 3km (2 miles) from 
school.  

 
Hyphen - 

 
Punctuation which joins one or more words to 

make a compound word / adds a prefix to a word. 

The team co-operated 
well.  

 
The record-breaking 

charity raised £10,000 

 
Dash  -  

 

 
Punctuation which indicates a stronger pause than 
a comma. Can be used like a comma or bracket to 

add additional information.  

The results were in – 
Owls were champions! 

 
The girl – who lived alone 

– tripped over her cat.  

 
Apostrophe  ‘ 

 

1) Shows possession – it belongs to 
somebody/something 
2) hows a word has been contracted  

Kathryn’s coat.  
It’s cold outside.  



 


